Increased methylation of chloroform extractable products and CTP: cholinephosphate cytidylyltransferase in brain membrane preparations from triethyltin-intoxicated rats.
Rats were chronically intoxicated with triethyltin in the drinking water (0.002%) for a period of 15 days. Starting with day 5 of the intoxication period a decrease in the body weight was observed and, in parallel, the development of a cerebral oedema could be followed by measuring white matter density. At the same time, an increase of phosphatidylethanolamine-N-methyltransferase and cholinephosphate cytidylyltransferase activities was noted. This increase might be a compensatory mechanism for counteracting the membrane damages induced by triethyltin.